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UPCOMING 


Florida school shooting 


TODAY 

7 p.m. Exit Laughing, a 

comedy by Paul Elliott and 
directed by R.C. Wilkins, will 
be at the Historic Rialto 
Theater in Florence. 


PREP SCHEDULE 


SATURDAY 

The Florence Lady Hus¬ 
kies will host Trinidad at 1 
p.m. Saturday in the pigtail 
match to get into the dis¬ 
trict tournament at FHS 
gym, 2006 Colo. 67. 


STATEWIDE 


Colorado influenza 
season has peaked 

The influenza season in 
Colorado likely has peaked. 
But there's still plenty of flu 
going around, and the state 
is on a record-setting pace. 

Through Sunday, Feb. 10, 
the total number of Colora¬ 
dans hospitalized with influ¬ 
enza this 2017-18 season is 
3,306, according to the state 
Department of Public 
Health and Environment. 

The state record for influen¬ 
za hospitalizations came in 
the 2014-15 season, with 
3,397. 

The record likely will fall 
before the end of February, 
said Dr. Rachel Herlihy, the 
state epidemiologist. 

"We are on track to sur¬ 
pass the greatest number of 
hospitalizations we have on 
record," she said. "By next 
week's report, or the follow¬ 
ing report, we'll surpass 
that." 

The flu in Colorado, based 
on hospitalizations, peaked 
in the last week of Decem¬ 
ber, with the majority 
of those cases being Influ¬ 
enza A. 

While Influenza A cases 
have been decreasing since 
peaking around the start of 
the new year, identifiable 
cases of Influenza B 
appeared during that same 
time after a slow start. 

Health department surveil¬ 
lance of the flu season offi¬ 
cially began Oct. 1 and will 
run through May 26. 

"One thing we have seen, 
Influenza B is holding 
steady, while A is going 
down," Herlihy said. "That is 
pretty typical." 

The predominant strain of 
flu that doctors are seeing, 
in Colorado and across the 
country, is a type of Influen¬ 
za A called H3N2. The strain 
is associated with a higher 
number of hospitalizations, 
especially for older adults. 

— The Denver Post 


LOTTERY 

Cash 5: 8-17-25-26-28 

Pick 3 Midday: 0-7-8 
Pick 3 Evening: 2-6-2 


WEATHER 


High: 46 Low: 31 

Mostly sunny and cooler 
Full forecast, Page 2A 
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Susan Stocker / Sun Sentinel 

Suspected school shooter Nikolas Cruz makes a video appearance in Broward County court before Judge Kim Theresa Molli- 
ca on Thursday. Cruz is facing 17 charges of premeditated murder in the mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Fla. 


Suspect confesses 


Shooter says he went to Subway, McDonald's after massacre 


By David Fleshier, Paula McMahon, 

Lisa J. Huriash and Linda Trischitta 

Sun Sentinel 

F ort lauderdale, Fla. — 

Accused Parkland school shooter 
Nikolas Cruz admitted his guilt to 
detectives, saying he discarded his AR-15 
rifle and ammunition magazines at the 
scene and escaped by blending into the 
crowd of fleeing students, according to 
arrest reports. 

After slipping away, he went to a Subway 
inside a nearby Walmart for a drink, then 
headed to a McDonald’s before he was 
arrested without incident by an officer who 
recognized his description. 

He arrived on campus at 2:19 p.m. 
Wednesday in an Uber car, whose driver 
has since spoken with detectives. 

As he walked through the school, shoot¬ 
ing students, teachers and staff, he fired 

Please see SHOOTING, 2A 



Amy Beth Bennett / Sun Sentinel 
Young women reach the overpass at Coral Springs Drive and the Sawgrass 
Expressway just south of the campus of Stoneman Douglas High School 
on Wednesday in Parkland, Fla., after a shooting. 


Local 

officials 

‘stunned’ 

Leaders: Are 
implementing 
proactive 
approach to 
prevent violence 

By Sara Knuth 

The Daily Record 

When Canon City 
School District officials 
heard the news Wednes¬ 
day that a gunman killed 
17 people in a shooting at 
a South Florida high 
school, their reaction 
mirrored what much of 
the country was feeling. 

“Stunned, of course, 
that it’s becoming too 
much of a regular occur¬ 
rence,” said Paula Buser, 
the district’s director of 
support services. 

To respond to the vio¬ 
lence locally, the district 
is focusing on prevention 
— and learning from 
shootings as they hap¬ 
pen. From monthly drills 
to upcoming mental 
health screenings for stu¬ 
dents, she said, their 
efforts grow after each 
incident. 

“We’re elevating those 
efforts,” Buser said. 
“Every time one of these 
events happens, part of 
my job is to analyze what 
details I have access to. 
And then, how can we 
learn from that and 
enhance our processes? I 
mean, it’s sad to say, but 
that’s what you have to 
do.” 

Wednesday’s shooting 
was no exception. 

During the massacre, 
Florida Sen. Bill Nelson 
told media, gunman 
Nikolas Cruz, 19, set off 
Please see SCHOOLS, 5A 


District Court 

Robert Fay to have second 
competency evaluation 


Fay initially 
deemed 
competent 
to stand trial 

By Sara Knuth 

The Daily Record 

The man accused of driv¬ 
ing a stolen truck into a 
Fremont County Sheriff’s 
Office vehicle after alleged¬ 
ly starting an RV fire in 
Coaldale will undergo a 
second competency evalua¬ 
tion before proceeding 
with trial, a judge ruled 
Thursday in district court. 

Robert Lee Fay, 34, of 
Montrose, was deemed 
competent to proceed with 
trial after an initial evalua¬ 
tion was conducted by a 
professional at the Colora¬ 
do Mental Health Institute 
at Pueblo. However, his 
attorney Alexandra Roback 
requested a second 
opinion. 

Fay is charged with 


Robert Fay 
allegedly 
hit an FCSO 
vehicle and 
started the 
Coaldale 
fire. 

first-degree arson, aggra¬ 
vated motor vehicle theft in 
the first degree, criminal 
mischief, vehicular elud¬ 
ing, menacing, criminal 
attempt to commit assault 
in the second degree and 
reckless driving. He plead¬ 
ed not guilty in November. 

In a January court 
appearance, Fay expressed 
concerns about his rights 
heading into the evalua¬ 
tion. 

“I don’t understand half 
of what you’re telling me 
right now,” he told District 
Judge Lynette Wenner dur¬ 
ing the court appearance. 
He also asked Wenner to 
adjust his bond, but she 
declined. 

He currently is held at 
the Fremont County Jail on 
a $75,000 cash-only bond. 


Fay was arrested in 
November after the chase, 
which started in Coaldale 
and ended in Canon City. 
Officers tracked Fay, who 
allegedly stole a pick-up 
after starting the Coaldale 
fire, through a privately-in¬ 
stalled GPS system in the 
truck. 

At one point during the 
chase, Fay allegedly made 
an abrupt U-turn, coming 
within feet of hitting Sgt. 
Megan Richards’ patrol 
vehicle. Before moving on 
to hit Sgt. Mike Miller’s 
vehicle, according to the 
arrest affidavit, Deputy Ste¬ 
phen Jones said he heard 
“three district rifle shots,” 
apparently fired from Mill¬ 
er’s duty weapon. 

The shots, he said, “did 
not deter the driver of the 
white truck and it continu¬ 
ing on its path.” 

The fire, lit at Bighorn 
RV Resort, destroyed a 
fifth-wheel travel trailer, a 
pickup truck and a flat-bed 
trailer holding two ATVs. 



Fremont County E911 Authority 

Text-to-911 
now available 


Officials asking 
public to not test 
system simply to 
see if it works 

By Carie Canterbury 

The Daily Record 

Citizens and motorists 
across Fremont County will 
be able to text 911 in an 
emergency situation as a 
new Text-to-911 service 
becomes more available 
through their wireless 
carriers. 

The Fremont County E911 
Authority Board gave an 
update on the new service 
during Thursday’s meeting 
at the Fremont County 
Administration Building. 

As of this week, wireless 
carriers have been notified 
that the Combined Regional 
Communications Authority 
is Text-to-911 eligible. Tech¬ 
nicians with the carriers are 
in the process of testing the 


service before it’s fully avail¬ 
able to customers. Some of 
the carriers are up and run¬ 
ning, and others will be 
ready within the next 30 
days. 

‘The equipment is 
installed, it’s been paid for 
and the testing on our side is 
done,” said Randy Lesher, 
the board president of the 
Fremont County E911 
Authority. “All systems that 
we have are a go.” 

Officials ask that people 
do not test the system sim¬ 
ply to see if it works. Those 
who are curious should con¬ 
tact their wireless phone 
company to see if their sys¬ 
tems are up and running 
through the CRCA. 

Commissioner Debbie 
Bell said that previously if 
people texted 911 for help, 
they received a canned text 
message stating Text-to-911 
not available.’ Once carriers 
are in sync with the CRCA, 
however, they will receive a 
Please see EMERGENCY. 5A 


















































